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MOUNTFIELD FIRST TIME SEWERAGE SCHEME 

 

Southern Water Services Ltd 

 

Planning application for a change of use of land on which to construct & 

operate a wastewater pumping station & a treatment works: 

 

Clarification on noise 
 

 

Background 
 

1. The report that accompanied Southern Water’s request for an Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Screening Opinion (December 2013) noted that quarrying and 

processing activities at the Gypsum quarry and plasterboard plant; train movements on 

the railway line and road traffic, contribute to the baseline noise environment in the 

village. 

 

2. The nearest residential properties to the proposed WwTW are over 70m to the north, on 

Solomon’s Lane.  The nearest residential properties to the pumping station are 30m to the 

west. 

 

3. The proposals are modest in size, and the construction period is temporary.  No 

significant noise impacts were predicted, and the County Council screening opinion 

confirmed that EIA is not required. 

 

4. The Design & Access Statement (incorporating planning statement), which was submitted 

with the planning application, reported  that in accordance with Policy WMP25 of the 

East Sussex, South Downs and Brighton & Hove  Waste & Minerals Plan (adopted 

February 2013) the proposed design incorporates measures to appropriately manage 

potential impacts on amenity to acceptable levels.   For example,  

 

 

Construction Noise 
 

5. All construction activity will be managed in accordance with BS 2558-1:2008 (Code of 

practice for noise and vibration control on construction and open sites: Noise), which 

requires that noise control measures should be adopted. Construction activities will be 

managed in line with the Construction Management Plan and Environmental 

Management Plan, which include measures to control construction noise, for example 

using efficient plant and machinery, and when not in use, construction equipment being 

turned off, acoustic screens will be erected around noisy equipment. No construction 

will take place on Sundays or public holidays. 

 

6. Where occasional extended working at weekends and night-time is required, for 

example at the railway crossing, potentially affected residents will be notified prior to 

the works taking place. 
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 Operational noise 
 

7. It is not anticipated that the proposals will generate operational noise that will 

adversely affect residential amenity.   

 

8. At the proposed pumping station the majority of the development, including the pumps 

will be below ground.   

 

9. At the new WwTW, the two items of permanent plant on the site that have the potential 

to generate noise are the SAF blowers and the standby generator. 

 

10. The blowers are side channel type. The predicted noise levels unprotected are 67 dB, on 

a scour cycle this will increase to 77 dB. However with silencer and acoustic enclosure 

the predicted noise level are around 50 dB at 2m.  It is estimated that at 30m this will 

have reduced to sub 40 dB. 

 

11. The standby generator would be housed in a kiosk, which will provide acoustic 

attenuation, as will the hedge surrounding the WwTW.  The design specification is for 

specified 75dB(A) at 1m outside GRP kiosk and the engine fitted with a residential 

silencer. Based on 75dB(A) at 1m the approx. calculated sound level at 23m (the 

WwTW’s north boundary fence) is 53dB(A), and at 140m at  Solomon’s Lane it is 

calculated as 37dB(A).  

 

12. The generator will only be operated infrequently, in the event of a power failure, to 

enable sewage treatment to continue and thereby avoid a pollution event, and otherwise 

for maintenance checks purposes.   

 

 

 

 

 


